
Coordinator’s Comments 

Friday 27th was glorious. The Hill Team set off from the Event Centre at 09:30 to walk up Rosset Gill, past 

Angle Tarn and over Ore Gap heading for Gerry Charnley Crag Cairn which we rebuilt, albeit perhaps not 

as professionally as the original which has been destroyed in the past decade. Admittedly it was cold on 

the tops but warmed up again quickly as we descended The Band. I hope that you all got a chance to see 

our work – it was on everyone’s course on Saturday or Sunday. For those not aware Gerry was the 

instigator of the very first mountain marathon so it was fitting that we were back here for the fiftieth. 

Gerry drove the event through the seventies and into the eighties but was unfortunately killed in 1982. 

This cairn is a lovely memorial.  

 

 

What a pity that the weather on Saturday was so poor.  

For the Linear courses we prepare what we call a “Shortened” course – have a look at the Control 

description on your map and at the foot it tells you which controls to omit in the event that we declare 

shortened courses. The forecast on Saturday morning was that the conditions would be a westerly wind 

picking up in the evening to around 65 kph, with clag at around 500m, so we decided that we didn’t 

need to short the courses. With the benefit of hindsight, this was the wrong decision as the weather 

gods had clearly not complied with the forecast.  

Thanks to Graham and Joe for planning a great set of courses with plenty of route choice for everyone. 

We really tried hard to get the winning times closer to target but the weather on Saturday meant that 

we failed to achieve this. Every year we do a full debrief of the event and we will be reviewing the 



planning specifications once again.  

A few teams commented on the length of the amount of climb on the courses, noting that it was 

considerably more than the advertised targets. The specification on the website is meant as a guideline 

and we aim to design courses to achieve the target winning time. Due to the nature of the area this can 

mean that the ratio between course length and climb needs to change. In assessing effective overall 

length, we make our estimates on the basis that 100m of climb is equivalent to 1km in length. Taking the 

B course as an example, the specification says 45 km with 2000m (65 km flat distance) of climb but the 2 

days added up to 38.7 km plus 3000m, so if you look at the effective distance of the course it was 68.7 

km against a target of 65 km -just 3.7 km in excess. I think that the weather on Saturday was the factor 

that made the course appear much longer! The other point to note is that we aim for a ratio of 55/45% 

Saturday/Sunday.  

There is a huge amount of effort goes into the setting up of OMM Courses. Joe and Graham spent many 

days walking the hills, getting to know the area and the potential route options as well as control 

locations and I’ve done a few days as well; we’ve also spent a lot of time at our computer screens 

reviewing courses. I have a core group of “assistant controllers”, known as the Hill Team, who spend 4-5 

days in the area at the start of June checking out proposed control sites to ensure the map is sufficiently 

accurate so that they can be found in poor visibility. The Hill Team and the Planners also take 3-4 days to 

put out and cross check all the control during the week leading up to the event, and of course spend a 

good few hours on the Monday afterwards getting them back in again. I’d like to thank all those who 

helped set up the hill competition.  

Then there are the Marshals – people who come along year after year to stay at a control throughout 

the weekend to be there in case of help being required. Most of the time they just provide a welcome to 

competitors and their main contribution to safety is to bring in some of the controls after the event. This 

is important since the boxes can be interrogated to learn which teams visited at what time, thereby 

allowing us to localise the position of any overdue team. In fact, this year two marshals had a real 

incident to deal with: a dislocated shoulder required Mountain Rescue extraction and a second where 

the marshal escorted the injured competitor off the hill and drove him back to the Event Centre. Both 

incidents were handled very professionally by the marshals for which I would like to express my 

gratitude.  

We had a second incident requiring MR extraction – a broken ankle near Allen Crags, checkpoint BJ. In 

this case team 444 sacrificed their run to find somewhere with mobile signal to report the incident. 

Again, I want to thank that team and also another team who did something similar for another injured 

competitor, although not requiring MR.  

Via a marshal a number of competitors reported control CK as missing. We were fairly confident that 

this was not the case since we were able to examine the performance of finishing teams and identify 

that they had visited that control after the reports. I collected CK on Monday morning and it was still in 

the correct location at the crag foot.  



 

I was a little unsure about the positioning of AI on Seathwaite fell when Graham proposed it. But I 
agreed it with him and in fact ended up putting this one out myself. The CD was “Island in Tarn”. Quite a 

few of you have said that this was the best control site on the course, so for those that didn’t visit, here 

is the picture. 

 

The map was of the usual high quality from Harveys but unfortunately the inking wasn’t. Stuart has 

covered this issue in his report so I’ll just add my apologies for this. 



Finally, thanks to you, the competitors, for entering and making all of the hard work worthwhile. From 

the feedback I’ve seen most people enjoyed it. 

I hope to see you all next year for the 51st running of the event.  

Dave Chapman 

 


