
Event Director’s Report OMM 2017 

This has been a very significant milestone in the history of this event and the community which it 
serves, I am honoured that so many of you were able to join us in the spectacular Langdale at the 
heart of the Lake District. 

Overall the event has been a success with the weather providing exceptionally challenging 
conditions on Saturday, followed by a glorious day on Sunday.  As with every event, there are things 
that do not go as smoothly as we would like, even though we plan for every possible contingency.  

The decision to change to “Shortened Courses” is based on the cumulative effect of the conditions 
and environment on the effective time taken to complete the courses.  The degree to which 
conditions affect competitors is hugely varied and one of the key elements of the event is to allow 
teams to make their own decisions based on their experience and ability.  Prior to the start line 
opening on Saturday morning we had a final planning meeting, conducted a check of the weather 
forecasts from MWIS, looked at the prevailing conditions and took the decision to operate the 
planned courses, rather than electing to change to “Shortened Courses”.  The margin for error on 
the linear courses is tight, further reducing when the conditions are as challenging as we had them 
on Saturday which resulted in higher levels of retirements.  The control closure times are an 
essential part of the safety management of the event and whilst intensely frustrating at times, I 
thank those of you whom were affected by these, for respecting them.  

With the benefit of hindsight, we would have changed the A and B Courses to the shortened options 
on Day 1.  Dave Chapman talks further in his report about how we calculate the distances and 
elevation gains on the courses in accordance with the planning specifications for the event.  These 
planning specifications have been developed and updated since our records began in 1975 and are 
based on the average speed over the ground of the top 5 teams on each course, each year.  The 
courses for this year met those specifications and as per the annual post event review, the 
specifications will be reviewed again based on the data from this year. 

OMM will continue to communicate what the course guidelines mean on the website regarding the 
distances and elevation gains, as well as making very clear that the linear courses are not the ideal 
place for less experienced competitors to compete.  

There is no such thing as an indestructible piece of equipment, although we strive to deliver maps 
and equipment that is as close as possible, whilst maximising their usability.  We have been working 
very closely with Harvey Maps over the last few years to continue to try and develop the mapping 
we use for the event, both in terms of the information contained within it, and the construction. 
There was an issue with the adhesion of the ink to the substrate in some cases.  We have more work 
to do in this area, Harvey Maps are currently investigating this and I am waiting to hear their 
findings. 

I am sorry that there was a wait for your food on Sunday.  We lost our main generator at 0200 on 
Saturday morning and were not able to get power back online for the kitchen until 0800 despite the 
team working on it all night.  As a result, the catering team lost 4 hours of cooking time and so were 
left playing catch up for the rest of the day.  

The event was supported this year by over 130 volunteers across a huge range of roles, many of 
whom you will have seen over the weekend, some you have not.  Thank you to so many of you who 
took the time to thank the team, it is hugely appreciated.  They all know who they are, without their 



dedication, selflessness and complete willingness to work long hours in tough conditions the event 
would not happen. 

I had reports over the weekend of isolated incidents of teams splitting, one member running to the 
control and then returning to their team mate.  This is not allowed for obvious safety reasons, nor in 
the spirit of the event and we are looking at the option of giving every single competitor a dibber so 
that we can ensure this does not happen.  One team took the amazingly selfish decision to 
consciously separate, one member returning to the event centre whilst the other decided to carry on 
by themselves for several more hours before subsequently retiring.  This team will be dealt with 
individually, but this is clearly against the rules of the competition and endangers many more people 
than just the individual concerned.  Fortunately, no one came to harm because of this, but it goes 
against all the values of the event. 

I would like to thank Anton and Dan who stopped to assist another team who had sustained a 
fractured ankle, as well as Anne-Marie and Ben who went out onto the hill on Sunday following their 
retirement on Saturday to help a hill marshal down off the hill in a remote part of the event area. 
Anton and Dan had retired themselves from the event to provide this assistance and were reinstated 
at the overnight camp so that they could continue on Day 2. Actions like these are humbling for the 
rest of us and exemplify sound mountain judgement. 

We had two incidents that required the support of Mountain Rescue over the weekend.  In both 
cases the team reached the casualties within our self-imposed target time of 60 minutes from point 
of notification and I would like to thank both Keswick and Ambleside Mountain Rescue Teams for 
your excellent support in assisting with the safety management of the event.  All the Mountain 
Rescue Teams that cover the event area were fully consulted during the planning phases (12 months 
prior) of the event and I thank them for their willing support.  As always, the event will be donating 
to the Teams and I would encourage all of you took part in the event to ensure that you support the 
work that these teams do, which allows all of us the knowledge that they are there if we need them. 

Matthew McSeveny was due to compete on the Short Score this year but was tragically killed on 5th 
October whilst riding his bicycle to work.  The following are some words from his friends who 
competed at the weekend:  

“Matt was only 43 years old and married with 2 young boys.  He lived on the Isle of Man and 
was Treasurer of the Manx Fell Runners.  He was a keen Fell runner and had also completed 
several marathons and Ultra’s.  As well as the OMM short course this weekend, Matt was 
entered in to the Spine Race in January 2018, covering the entire 268 miles of the Pennine 
Way in the depths of winter.  As well as running, Matt was a keen cyclist, sailor, scuba diver, 
swimmer and triathlete. 

Over the years Matt has completed some awesome challenges including the 82 mile “Oner” 
covering the entire coastal path of Dorset.  Land’s End to John O’Groats.  He cycled this solo 
unsupported over 7 days.  The “3 peaks challenge” but Matt also added in the ascent of 
Snaefell (IOM) and then cycled between each mountain in the UK and the Coast 2 coast in 
Scotland, to name but a few. 

Matt will be hugely missed by his family, friends, work colleagues and our running 
community.” 

The National Trust and Lowther Estates gave us the access permissions for the event without which 
we would not be able to do what we do, and I am grateful to them for their support. 



Mr and Mrs Temple provided a rustic and challenging location for the overnight camp, for those that 
made it there, the views on Sunday morning were truly special and I hope you enjoyed your 50th 
birthday cake. 

Mr and Mrs Rowand and family let us use their farm at Stool End for the event centre and gave the 
event a huge amount of support over the weekend including Clinton who played a significant part in 
ensuring you all managed to get out of the parking field on Sunday with the use of his tractor and 
the inimitable parking team.  They shared many stories of the memories of the first time the OMM 
(formerly the KIMM) came to visit in 1975! 

I would like to thank Dave, Joe, Graham, and the rest of the hill team for the huge amount of work 
that hey put into the planning and delivery of the courses this year. 

Finally, I would like to thank all of you who took part in some of the most challenging conditions we 
have had for several years.   Often the OMM is defined as type 2 fun, (something to be enjoyed 
retrospectively) and certainly Saturday falls into this category for many.  For those of you who spent 
a glorious day on the hills on Sunday, well done.  Above all I hope that you all found it challenging, 
rewarding and enjoyable.  I look forward to welcoming faces, old and new to next year’s event in the 
south west.  

 

 


